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North Carolina Homeowners:
How to Defend Your Home From
Foreclosure—Without Hiring a Lawyer

Know your rights. Understand the process. Protect what’s yours.

Stop the foreclosure process—without
wasting time, getting bullied, or paying thousands in legal fees.

INSTRUCTIONS:

This guide was written for North Carolina homeowners who are behind on their mortgage and want to understand their
rights—especially if they don't yet have an attorney. Here’s how to use it:

1. Start by reviewing the foreclosure timeline — it's faster than most people think.

2. Understand the critical documents and legal triggers that give the lender power.
3. Use the checklist of must-know deadlines, letters, and defense options.

4.1t you're overwhelmed or need help deciding next steps, book a free strategy call.

THE GUIDE: Pro Se Foreclosure Defense Basics

North Carolina= 1 Youmayhave aslittle as 75 days before your home is sold at auction. There’s
Fast-Track no judge unless you fight back. Missing one letter can cost you your home.

Foreclosure State

Key Documents You 2 Your Promissory Note - proves the debt
Need Right Now Your Deed of Trust - gives the lender power to foreclose
All correspondence from the servicer/lender/substitute trustee

Know Who You're 3

Dealing With Party Role
Sewicr | Collects your payments (notabways the actuallender)
e oty thalegally owns theloanandcanforecioss.
ubstiuto Trustss | Usualy alaw fimor foreclsure company hatruns th sl
AtoreyforTrustee | Thelewfim whoflescourtdocs Sruns hearngs

Watch for conflict of interest — they must act as a "neutral third party” even
If they don't act like it.

Timeline & Notices 4 :
to Watch For Notice 5 Meaning

Foreclosure Hearing Only 4 issues matter: debt validity, holder status, notice
(Clerk of Court) . given, and power of sale

Order to Foreclose Judge allows the property to be sold

Notice of Sale Posted 20 days before sale; mailed to all parties

10-Day Upset Bid . .
Window Final window to challenge the sale or redeem property

What YouCan Do s Review all notices for errors or missing info

Without an Attgmey Request payoff statements in writing
Demand documents that prove the lender has standing
Attend your Clerk’'s Hearing (or appeal it in 10 days)

File alast-minute action to enjoin the sale (under NCGS § 45-21.34)

Your Legal Rights 6 1. Before hearing = Most powerful window to negotiate or delay
Timeline (Summary) 2. After hearing = Clock starts ticking; rights diminish fast
3. Afterauction = 10-day redemption period — then it's over

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT:

Most homeowners lose their homes because they don’'t understand the process, not because they don't have options.
This guide gives you the core legal steps so you can defend yourself—or know when to bring in help.

Feeling overwhelmed or unsure if you missed a step?

We help NC homeowners create real estate-based defense strategies to protect their home and
equity—without jumping straight into expensive legal battles.

Schedule Your Free —

Strategy Call NOW Thisisn'tlegal representation—it's real guidance to help you keep control.




